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The foundation to expressive language is receptive language, or the language that we understand. If your little ones are only 
using nouns, they aren’t able to eff ectively communicate their wants and needs. That’s why you want to make sure your children 
understand a concept before being asked to use it. So, how can you make sure your child understands other word types besides 
nouns? Try asking your child to do the following.

• Point to actions in pictures, such as the boy who is eating.

• Follow directions, such as jumping when asked.

• Point to colors, sizes and other adjectives, such as the red truck, an item that is big, 
or something that is small.

The next step is to begin modeling and narrating verbs and other word types throughout 
your daily routines, and creating the opportunities to use them.

In addition to nouns, such as people, places and things, and verbs, like run, sleep, go and 
want, the following are some other word types:

• Adjectives, like hot, big, yellow, fast

• Prepositions, such as in, out, on, under

• Social Words, like hi, bye-bye

• Pronouns, including me, I, you, mine

• Requests, such as more, again, all done

• Negation, like no, can’t, don’t.

Expansion is one of the greatest ways to model word combinations for your child. If your child is just using one word 
now, like “dog,” take that word and add on an extra word, such as “brown dog.” If your child is using two to three 
words, like “brown dog,” take those words and add more, such as “the brown dog is running.”

Emphasize the important words to draw them to your little one’s attention. A great time to do this is when you model 
language, narrate, and use expansion. When your child says, “dog,” you say, “brown dog,” with added emphasis on 
“brown” so that your child tunes into the new word that you just said. The more you emphasize, the more your little 
one will tune into the new word. This helps boost language development.

Expansion

Emphasize

How Can I Support My Child?
I’ve touched on a few ways to support your child’s progression from words to phrases and sentences, but I’d like to recap and 
expand on the topic.
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